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Overview of the Investment and Startup Summit:

Being the first of its kind in the Sultanate of Oman, the Investment and
Startup Summit brings together the best international practices in the
fields advocating the advancement and development of innovation and
technology based startups.

Objectives:

1. Introduce the best international practices in the field of startups

2. Develop the startup ecosystem in the Sultanate of Oman and identify
the most important initiatives that can prompt its growth

3. A unique opportunity for Omani startups to familiarize themselves
with angel investors, venture capital funds and crowdfunding
platforms.

Main Components:

1. Keynote Speeches, remarks, and panel discussions

2. Roundtable discussions

3. Exhibition of startup companies and investment firms
4. Startup showcase/Startup Demo Day

Pillars of the Summit:

1. First Pillar: The Startup Ecosystem

2. Second Pillar: Investing in Startups

3. Third Pillar: Startup Incubators and Accelerators
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Day One Agenda, Monday 12th of December 2022
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Registration 8:00 - 9:00 ol
Opening Ceremony 9:00 - 9:05 wailaJl eL‘iléI
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First Pillar: The Startup Ecosystem AW &8 dll doglhio :Jgill ygoall
Keynote Speech: State of the Global Startup Ecosystem and Aol S Glgiwlg diodlell dud Wi S8l doghhio UL
Strategies for Accelerated Development by Stephan Kuester, 9:10 - 9:25 G0 dogbbiadl dun il il U g gs gl uwoosdy deyluudiadl
Partner and Head of Ecosystem Strategy at Startup Genome 09 il jliw duuwgo
The Importance of Entrepreneurship and Innovation for Jgs 9o AW & dull doglhiod yJaisUlg Jlocl 65ly &ymi
Regional Ecosystems by Philipp Lemmerz, Partner at 9:25-9:40 ) JHGS yu9lepigg gl o el o i lewoady dédniadl
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) (G gioo
Oman Startup Landscape: Future Growth Potential by Andrew 0:40 - 9:55 g0l Lol :glod diblw GO AWl O paul Jloci oo
Roughan, Chief Executive Officer at Plexal ) ) sy @50l sueill guwidl . gleg) 92l a0y Judiusall )
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ITHCA Group ) ’ cl83] degonol siuaiil

10:55 - 11:20
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Second Pillar: Investing in Startups

The Rising Omani
Startups Programme
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Day One Agenda, Monday 12th of December 2022

Startup Success Stories
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The Resistance to Technological Change in the Educational
Sector by Hanan Khader, Founder and Chief Executive
Officer of HelloWorldKids

14:00 - 14:10
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Investing in Startups - Inspired by PayTabs Success Story
by Abdulaziz Al Jouf, Founder and Chief Executive Officer at
at PayTabs Group
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End of speeches for day one

Fastest Growing Omani Startup Showcase

18:00 - 19:30
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The Investment and Startup Summit

Oman Convention & Exhibition Centre OCEC
Muscat, Sultanate of Oman

Day Two Agenda, Tuesday 13th of December 2022

Opening Remarks by Dr. Badr bin Salem Al Mandhari, Executive
Vice-President of the ITHCA Group for strategic affairs

The Rising Omani
Startups Programme

Time CudgUl

9:00 - 9:10
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Third Pillar: Startup Incubators and Accelerators
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Creating Investable Startups Through Unlocking Accelerator
Value by Amal Dokhan, General Partner at 500 Global MENA

9:10 - 9:20
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What is an Accelerator Program, and Why Are Many Founders
Not Getting Accepted by Ahmad Sufian, Europe, Middle East and
Africa Regional Manager at Techstars

9:20 - 9:30
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Built to Last: Reimagining the Venture Studio Model to Drive
Impact by Ketna Hirji, Chief Executive Officer at Ketnode Ventures

9:30 - 9:40
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Panel Discussion, Moderated by Maha Al Balushi, Managing
Director at Oman Technology Fund

9:40 - 10:30
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Signing off on Deals and Agreements
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Closing Remarks by H.E. the Chairperson of the SMEs
Development Authority

End of summit ailoJl plis
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The Investment and Startup Summit

Muscat, Sultanate of Oman

Roundtable Discussions
Monday 12th of December 2022

Roundtable Discussion: The Startup Ecosystem in the
Sultanate of Oman [Private Invitation]

The Rising Omani
Oman Convention & Exhibition Centre OCEC Startups Programme
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12:30 - 14:00
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Roundtable Discussion: Advocating The Establishment of
Business Accelerators for Governmental and Private
Organisations [Private Invitation]

Roundtable Discussions
Tuesday 13th of December 2022

Roundtable Discussion: Advocating The Establishment of
Investment Arms and Private Investment Funds [Private
Invitation]

14:30 - 16:00

Time CudqUl

9:00 -10:30
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Stephan Kuester
Partner, Head of Ecosystem Strategy
Startup Genome

Personal Biography:

Stephan works with clients in government and private
industry consortia all around the world, advising on the
creation and the acceleration of tech and innovation
clusters. Previously, Stephan headed up the International
Consulting practice at UK ecosystem agency Tech Nation
(fka Tech City UK) and served as Managing Director of
digitalswitzerland.
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The Investment and Startup Summit

The Rising Omani

Oman Convention & Exhibition Centre OCEC
Startups Programme

Muscat, Sultanate of Oman

Philipp Lemmerz
Partner
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)

Personal Biography:

Philipp started his career in FDI and trade promotion
with a focus on SMEs. From here, he pivoted into
entrepreneurship and innovation as drivers for
sustainable economic growth, and today advises
government clients on how the public sector can support
increasing competitiveness of the private sector to
achieve the aspirational targets of national strategies.
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Oman Convention & Exhibition Centre OCEC
Startups Programme

Muscat, Sultanate of Oman

Speakers

Jacopo Losso
Director General
EBAN - European Business Angel Network

Personal Biography:

As the association’s Director General, Jacopo is
responsible for managing the organization and it's
network of members, expanding the association’s reach
and influence, tracking issues of strategic importance to
the early stage investing ecosystem and representing the
association externally. He is knowledgeable on key topics
such as: cross border investment, public-private
co-investment, and startup investment readiness, among
others. Jacopo is also an angel investor with startup
investments made in Space sector related ventures.
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The Investment and Startup Summit

Oman Convention & Exhibition Centre OCEC
Muscat, Sultanate of Oman

The Rising Omani
Startups Programme

Mohamed Shehzad
Chief Executive Officer
EthisX

Personal Biography:

Mohamed Shehzad graduated from Imperial College
London in 1997. He has much wide experience in
management, investment, business development and
consultancy. He was the founding CEO of Ethis Malaysia,
and is currently the COO of Ethis Global, concurrently the
CEO of Ethis Investment comprising EthisX, Ethis Fund
and EthisX Advisory.
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Nayef Al Athel
Chief of Listing
Saudi Exchange

Personal Biography:

Nayef Al Athel is the Chief of Listing at Saudi Exchange.
His responsibilities include managing the entire listing
process across all platforms (Equity, Debt, ETFs and
REITs) and increasing IPO awareness among family
businesses and private companies. Nayef graduated from
King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals in 2010,
with a Bachelor of Finance & Economics ranking first
among his Industrial Management peers.
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Speakers

Farida El Agamy
General Manager
Tharawat Family Business Forum

Personal Biography:

Farida El Agamy is a lawyer, entrepreneur, governance
expert and currently the General Manager of the
Tharawat Family Business Forum, the private network and
knowledge hub for family-owned companies in MENA. In
addition to her other roles, she co-founded Kyma in 2019,
a manufacturing startup that focuses on sustainable
FMCG products.
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Speakers

Hanan Khader
Founder and Chief Executive Officer
HelloWorldKids

Personal Biography:

Hanan Khader is the founder and CEO of Hello World Kids,
the educational platform for kids to learn coding at
school or at home. She established her company in 2015
aiming to develop a simplified and interactive
programming curriculum that replaces old traditional
computer classes. Her curriculum has been adopted by
240+ schools, and has benefited over 300K+ students.
Hanan researches how to teach programming for kids
and has made great success with her engineering team
to create a new programming language called
(SmoothY).
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Abdulaziz Al Jouf
Founder and Chief Executive Officer
PayTabs Group

Personal Biography:

Abdulaziz Al Jouf is a US educated, Saudi entrepreneur
and the dynamic founder and CEO of PayTabs Group.
Forbes Middle East has recognised Abdulaziz and PayTabs
as one of the key CEOs and payment players in the region
repeatedly. Abdulaziz has figured on the cover of Forbes
and countless other publications including Arabian
Business and has been given multiple CEO Excellence
Awards for his hallmark contributions to the fintech and
payments space in the region. Abdulaziz regularly
features in media interviews for mainstream publications
including Bloomberg, Sky Arabia, CNBC, and CNN Arabic.
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Amal Dokhan
General Partner
500 Global MENA

Personal Biography:

Amal is a seasoned professional with experience in startup
investments, corporate innovation, and consulting in the MENA
region. Prior to joining 500 Global, Amal was the Managing
Director of Babson Global for Entrepreneurial Leadership and
Manager of Learning and Design at the Entrepreneurship
Center at King Abdullah University of Science and Technology,
where she led the New Ventures Acceleration and Corporate
Innovation programs. She also worked in the KAUST Seed Fund
developing marketing and events, and providing a range of
services to startup clients. Amal sits on the board of several
organizations including Wayakit Company, Cranfield University
UK and King Abdulaziz University.
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Ahmad Sufian Jlbw ool
EMEA Regional Manager Wy 1619 Jnuwg il Guuidlg Lgygl Loulsl o
Techstars Jylow el
Personal Biography: 1A 13J1 6l

Ahmad is an award-winning social entrepreneur and
author. He works as Europe, Middle East, and Africa
Regional Manager at Techstars. Since 2012, he has been
helping hundreds of founders from underrepresented
communities gain  access to  entrepreneurship
opportunities and build a supportive environment. His
work has appeared in The World Economic Forum,
Forbes, The Guardian, Financial Times, The Wall Street
Journal, Huffington Post, and more. Also, presented in top
stages including the Palais des Nations (UN), EU
Parliament, ESCWA, World Bank, Wilton Park, Google,
SPARK Ignite, Techfugees summit, Startup Istanbul, and
many more.
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Speakers

Said Al Rashdi
Chief Executive Officer
Bima

Personal Biography:

Founder of Al Nasr Investment, Sandan Development,
OMFA, Insurance House (BIMA), Fintech LLC, Health Tech
(GymKey), Venture One. Said has an Honours degree in
Information Engineering from the University of Hull and a
Master's degree in e-Business Technology from the
University of Manchester.
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Ketna Hirji
Chief Executive Officer
Ketnode Ventures

Personal Biography:

Ketna Hirji is the Founder and CEO of Ketnode Ventures
which is reimagining the venture studio model. After
leaving Google, having worked at startups and founded
several businesses, Ketna is optimistic about the talent
and opportunities that Oman presents, so much that
Ketnode have set up their second office in Muscat.
Through the program Innovate Oman, Ketnode has
supported MTCIT and the Ministry of Commerce, Industry
& Investment Promotion, on behalf of the UK
Government and has demonstrated significant value and
impact within the start up ecosystem. Ketna is personally
an advisor and investor in several Omani Startups.
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